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  Parasha - Scripture Readings – Shabbat     

  Torah(1st Five Books) – Exodus 18:1 -20:26 

  Haftarah (Writings) –  Isaiah 6:1-3, 9:5-7 

 Brit Hadashah (New Covenant) – Matthew 5:1-30, 15:1-11, 19:16-30 ;Act 6:1-7;Romans 2:17-29 ,7:7-

12,13:8-10;1 Timothy 3:1-13 ;Titus 1:5-9;Hebrews 12:18-29 ;James 2:8-13;1Peter2:9-10 

Last Week –Parasha Beshalach (After he had let go) featured God’s dramatic rescue of B’nei Yisrael 
(the children of Israel) from Egypt, the land of bondage and slavery, parting the Red Sea to save them 
from Pharaoh and the Egyptians and providing for their needs in the wilderness by raining down 
manna and quail from heaven and water from a rock. 
God’s intention, however, was not just to bring His people out of misery and lead and guide them to 
their final destination: the Promised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey, a place of abundance 
but to have a special people of His own who would honour Him, delight in Him and be an example for 
the world to see how great He is and so turn to Him. 
Just as the Exodus was the starting point of Israel’s salvation, so is our rescue from the kingdom of 
darkness just the beginning of our spiritual journey. As with B’nei Yisrael needing time to get Pharoah 
and Egypt out of their system so it is with those who accept Yeshua into their lives as savior. The 
enemy of our souls, Satan, does not let go easily; he usually tries to draw us back into bondage. Old 
habits die hard.  We haven’t been left to do it on our own. The Ruach Hakodesh (Holy Spirit) has been 
given to help us. James 4:7 (TLV)- Therefore submit to God. But resist the devil and he will flee from 
you.” 
 
 
This Week – Yitro (Jethro), whose name means outstanding, excellent, comes from the Hebrew root 
yeter, meaning abundant or exceedingly abundant. A scripture that immediately comes to mind -  
Ephesians 3:20-21 (TLV) “ Now to Him who is able to do far beyond(exceedingly abundantly) all that we 
ask or imagine, by means of His power that works in us, 21 to Him be the glory in the community of 
believers and in Messiah Yeshua throughout all generations[a] forever and ever! Amen.” 
While we are often limited by the confines of our own imagination and think outside the box, God 
knows our situation and has the solutions to our situations. And sometime they are right under our 
nose and we just don’t recognize it. 
 
Yitro, the priest of Midian and Moses’ father-in-law, was a real good father-in-law unlike Yaakovs 
(Jacobs). He was straight up, welcomed Moses into his home (probably heard on the dessert waves 
that he was a fugitive from Egypt) yet let him marry his daughter. He then looks after his daughter and 
children while Moses is off doing Gods business. YHVH wasn’t Yitro’s god initially and Yitro probably 
thought this Israel stuff is all well and good but what about your wife and children, your responsibility 
as a leader is first to them so he brought them to join him. 1Tim 3:4 backs that principle up “… 
managing his own household well, keeping his children under control with all respectfulness.” That 
now sorted Yitro was now open to hear about YHVH.  
 
Yitro heard of all the great and wonderful things God had done for Israel, and realized that YHVH 
Elohim Yisrael (Lord God of Israel) was the true One God of the universe. Yitro rejoiced, worshiped 
God, and offered a sacrifice to Him. Wow, reminds me of John 20:29(TLV) “ Yeshua said to Him 



Parashah #17 Yitro (Jethro)                                            3 Feb 2018 – 18 Shevat 5778 

   

  2 
 

(Thomas), “Because you have seen Me, you have believed? Blessed are the ones who have not seen 
and yet have believed!” He had God encounter. Doing the right thing according to Godly principle and 
building relationships is a key to right outcomes.  
 
God was preparing the scene so that Moses would be open to guidance. First things first with family 
being in order especially as he was now the big cheese leading over 2 Million people. 
So when Yitro saw that Moses single-handedly was judge and jury in settling Israel’s disputes and 
realized that his son-in-law was at risk of a burnout Yitro was able to speak with Moses and offer him 
some wise sage advice.  
While we’ve come to think of “burnout” as a modern phenomenon, it really isn’t.  Life is not designed 
to be a “quick sprint.”  It is a marathon.  And we aren’t the panacea to everyone and every situation. 
God is. He advised Moses to teach the people God’s decrees and instructions (Torah) and show them 
how to live godly lives. 
He also counseled him to judge only the difficult issues, delegating the easier ones to 70 capable, 
trustworthy leaders. Moses’ responses revealed his great character trait of humility.  We should be 
grateful, and not defensive, when God sends someone into our lives to give us necessary correction for 
our own good and the good of others 
The lesson for us is obvious:  If we persist in trying to handle everything ourselves, we may never get to 
the truly important things we are meant to do; however, if we learn to delegate, not only will our 
stress be relieved, but we will also make way for others to serve, using their unique gifts and talents. 
Acts 6:1-7 endorsed this approach in the commencement of the development of the early disciples 
with the choosing of 7 overseers including Stephen to be Pastoral care leaders looking after the 
believers welfare. 
 
God is all compassionate and caring for His people and in this Parasha, God says that He brought the 
Jewish People to Himself “on eagles’ wings.” 
The eagle (nesher) is protective of its young.  While the mother eagle is training the young to fly, she 
sometimes flies under them with her wings spread out to catch them if they fall. 
Likewise, God brought out the Jewish People in such a way that He personally watched over their 
fledgling attempts to live in communion with Him. 
In Israel, the largest population of Griffon vultures, which once were common in Israel, can now be 
observed at the Gamla Nature Reserve in the central Golan Heights.  This vulture is monogamous and 
females lay only one egg per mating season. 
The word nesher, however, can also be translated as Griffin vulture.  This vulture flies higher than the 
eagle and is wonderfully graceful in the air.  Also, “I carried you” [va'esa etchem] is sometimes 
translated as I elevated you. An alternative translation of Exodus 19:4, therefore, is the following: 
“You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I elevated you on the wings of nesharim, and 
brought you to Myself.” 
Though the phrase “on vultures’ wings” doesn’t sound so nice as Eagles, this alternative translation 
helps us understand that God, through His miraculous redemption, raised the Jewish People as a 
nation to spiritual heights that were abundantly above anything in the natural world. 
This verse speaks to the personal, tender nature of God’s deliverance of the Jewish People out of 
Egypt.  Not only was their way paved and guarded by the pillar of cloud and fire, but they were brought 
into covenant and communion with God. 
“…those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  (Isaiah 40:31) 
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The deliverance of the Jewish People from Egypt has a modern-day parallel in that on the heels of the 
Holocaust, Jews emigrated from Europe to the safety of Israel by planes and others from very perilous 
situations were airlifted to safety making Aliyah to Israel. 
In honor of one such daring secret operation, a street in Jerusalem and another in Herzliyah has been 
named Kanfei Nesharim (Wings of Eagles). 
 
Having now set Israel and its leadership on its course God meets with His people and lays out His Code 
to live by so they could rightly represent Him as his specially chosen people and priesthood  - a 
kingdom of priests (mamlechet cohanim) and a holy nation (v’goy kadosh) for the whole world to see 
Him. In the Brit Chadashah (New Covenant), all Believers in Yeshua (Jesus) are sons and daughters of 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords; therefore, we are all royalty—kings and priests unto the Lord. 
 
“He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father — to Him be the glory and the 
dominion forever and ever.  Amen.”  (Revelation 1:6) 
While flames of fire enveloped the smoking mountain of Sinai, His majestic voice pronounced the 
Aseret haDebarim, which literally means the Ten WORDS / Commandments that to this day are still 
considered relevant, and a guide of conduct for all of humanity. 
The first five commandments deal with our relationship with God.  The second five deal with our 
relations with our neighbor. When God revealed Himself to us, He did not give us a systematic 
theology, creeds, recipes, or diagrams. He gave us a legal code consisting of covenant terms and 
obligations. He gave us laws, and each law brings a fresh revelation of His person. 
He did not give the laws of the Torah just to tidy up human society. Each commandment 
communicates a piece of divine revelation, a piece of godliness. More than just rules for governing 
human behavior, the laws of the Torah reflect the Lawgiver. 
 
Yeshua told us in Luke6:45 that “..out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.” When God 
broke the silence and spoke to His creation at Mount Sinai, He spoke from the fullness of His heart. 
Each law and commandment, no matter how small or seemingly irrelevant, communicates a piece of 
revelation from God, an overflowing of His heart. 
 
The Ten Commandments are moral absolutes. They were spoken aloud by God, and everyone heard 
them. They require no further justification. They are non-negotiable. 
The Ten Commandments are well known. Even non-believers and people from other religions are 
more-or-less familiar with the concept of the Ten Commandments. In the United States, political and 
social battles continue to be waged about whether or not it is appropriate to display the Ten 
Commandments on public property. The popular culture abounds with jokes about breaking the Ten 
Commandments, but most people instinctively accept their moral authority. 
 
Yeshua (Jesus) summed up these 10 mitzvot (commandments), indeed the entire Torah, with these 
words:  “Love the Adonai your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind’ and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.”  (Luke 10:27) 
 
At Mount Sinai, the Jewish People entered into a covenant with God willingly and enthusiastically. The 
conditions of the covenant were laid out and the responsibilities of each party clearly specified by God. 
This contract between God and Israel at Mount Sinai can be likened to a marriage ceremony. 
In a Jewish wedding, the conditions of the covenant between the bride and groom are written in the 
ketubah, the Jewish marriage contract. 
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The cloud at Sinai was like the chuppah, the marriage canopy, under which the Jewish bride enters into 
the covenantal relationship of marriage with her bridegroom. 
At Mount Sinai, God clearly states His expectations of His bride, and what He is prepared to offer.  
Israel, His bride, said, “I do. ”Ex 19:8.  In fact in Jer 3:14 God is referred to as Israels Husband and in 
Ezekiel 16 as Gods Wife. 
Every bride is given a token as a sign that she is betrothed.  What was the token of betrothal God gave 
to Israel? 
It is the Shabbat.  God said this day of rest will be a “sign” between Him and the people of Israel. 
 
God also gave to His bride a wedding gift: the land of Israel. 
 
 “‘This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,’ declares the Lord.  ‘I will 
put my Torah in their minds and write it on their hearts.’”  (Jeremiah 31:33) 
 
This has been brought about through the blood covenant of Yeshua shed for all mankind. And all who 
accept and become His disciples become part of His Bride awaiting His return and marriage supper of 
the lamb. Preceding Yeshua’s endorsement that he came to fulfill and complete the Torah –not abolish 
it, He ascended the” mountain” and gave His disciples a further 10 Words, the Beatitudes which flow 
out of the 10 Words / Commandments and are to written on our hearts. A new way of living. The 
Midrash (Rabbinic stories, interpretations, and commentaries) states that the Messianic redemption 
will come through the merit of righteous women of Israel:  “All generations are redeemed by virtue of 
the pious women of their generation”  (Yalkut Shimoni, Ruth: 606). 
Perhaps, this points to Miryam’s role as mother of Yeshua (Jesus), which is prophesied by Isaiah: 
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.”  (Isaiah 7:14).  
 
It is believed that when God gave Israel the Torah, He told Moses to approach the women first. Jewish 
sages also believed that women would first receive the teachings of the Messiah. 
While Yeshua taught many women, we know from Scripture that another Miryam became the first 
eye-witness to Yeshua’s resurrection from the dead—the absolute sign of Yeshua’s Messiahship and 
victory over sin. 
In a culture where women witnesses were not thought to possess credibility, this is an extraordinary 
event that the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) wanted us all to know. 
 
According to Jewish tradition, the Ten Words / Commandments were given on Shavuot (Feast of 
Weeks / Pentecost), the same festival in which the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) descended upon the 
disciples with a supernatural manifestation of speaking in other tongues. 
If we truly want to be “living epistles,” and walking, breathing Torahs, as we are called to be, we need 
to be empowered by the Ruach HaKodesh in our daily lives. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:3 (TLV) – “ It is clear that you are a letter from Messiah delivered by us—written not 
with ink but with the Ruach of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.” 
Let us walk accordingly and so show shine the light of Yeshua. 
 
 
Hu-Yah Vo Yeshua – Yeshua (Jesus) is coming. 

 Shabbat Shalom   


